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Introduction to Roots and Relations, Spring 2026 

 

Koolamalsi/Taanishi/Pee-piihtikweek/Welcome Relatives and Allies to Roots and 

Relations (R&R), a regular section in the Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation (CJPE). R&R is 

part of an intentional and intergenerational journey of Indigenous scholars, practitioners and 

community members. We welcome you into our sixth edition of R&R since its inception in June 

2023. Rooted in relationality, it is intentional that our sixth edition holds open arms, hearts, and  

introduces you to our new Kin Associate Editors, Dr. Gladys Rowe (Swampy Cree, Fox Lake Cree 

Nation) and Mr. Elliott Young (Ermineskin Cree Nation) both of whom represent R&R’s values for 

“honoring our lineage, growing our kinship, and sustaining our intergenerational legacies of 

Indigenous wisdom and practices through evaluation” (R&R original purpose statement, 2023).  

As Associate “Kin” Editors, we continue to be rooted in traditional teachings about kinship. An 

Indigenous system paradigm is an interconnected system of social relationships, belonging, 

responsibility, identity, and life affirming experiences that offer wisdom and timeless teachings 

shared amongst all living beings. We are not human-centric, we are kin-centric and walk with 

love, respect, reciprocity, sustainability, and humility as we learn from and with our kin, which 

include Mother Earth, sky, water, cosmos, Ancestors, and each other. We work through 

consensus governance and decision making as we make good medicine together within the field 

of evaluation and beyond. For over a year the founding R&R Editors held ceremonies, engaged 

in many Zoom meetings, and exchanged a lot of emails to co-create a “Kin” model for our 

editorial framing. As a result, we have a three-page R&R kin-centric model that the Associate 

Kin Editors can utilize and refine as they see fit for their future kin-tastic successors. We will 

share more about this kin-centered editorial model in a future R&R issue.   

For the seventh R&R edition in fall 2026, Gladys and Elliott will co-lead this effort, with 

the support, mentoring, and kinship from Larry, Nicky, and the CJPE Editorial team. Together we 

have been busy since 2025, including rolling out this introduction, editing, and celebrating the 
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publication of our sixth R&R edition for spring 2026. It is important to note that the seventh 

R&R edition is symbolic and upholds the Seventh Generation Principle and teachings, which is 

utilized by many First Nations, Inuit, Métis, and Indigenous (FNIMI) peoples globally. Rooted in 

sustainability, the Seventh Generation Principle reminds us that we have a responsibility for 

making decisions now that learn from the wisdom of past generations so we are making good 

decisions in the present for the future seven generations. The Seventh Generation Principle has 

an origin story and dates back to 1142 AD through to the Great Law of Haudenosaunee (People 

of the Longhouse) Confederacy. This confederacy of six First Nations informed the political, 

ceremonial, and social activities. These Six Nations are: Mohawk (Keepers of the Eastern Door), 

Oneida (Younger Brothers), Onondaga (Keepers of the Central Fire), Cayuga (Younger Brothers), 

Seneca (Keepers of the Western Door), and Tuscarora Nations. So our R&R circle has widened, 

making decisions now for future generations, and we are learning together through this 

transition as we weave our medicines together. Besides this publication, the R&R team is also 

working towards an R&R refined author agreement, working with a new publisher and a new 

CJPE editor, re-visiting policy and governance topics, and co-creating our presence for R&R 

through a new website. We are planning through our various volunteer boards and work groups 

as we prepare for ceremonies and activities in our endeavors, including the upcoming May 2026 

Canadian Evaluation Society National Conference where we will come together with other 

FNIMI and allies to address the social, political, cultural, legal, and academic concerns of our 

time.  

In this R&R edition, we are humbled to have McBeath et al. share a beautiful Indigenous 

evaluation framework in Tekaria’karéhton (it’s been thought out): Centering Kanien’kehá:ka 

concepts in Health Promotion Evaluation. McBeath et al. have molded a framework that is built 

on principles of peace, strength, a good mind, and most importantly, love. The authors provide 

an alternative perspective on viewing evaluation from a place of relationality and reflexivity that 

encourages a focus on love, community well-being, and growth.  

We continue to encourage Indigenous evaluation practitioners, academics, and students 

as primary authors to consider R&R as a place to publish your work. Furthermore, we welcome 

Allies (secondary voice) as partners in this journey. Working together on the path of 

reconciliation, which is rooted in ethics, culture, and humanity, we hope to contribute to a 

process which makes evaluation and the world safer places in which to heal, grow, and thrive. 

Maarsi, Anushiik, Merci, Thank you 

Larry, Nicky, Gladys, Elliott and Paisley 


