
Editor’s Remarks

This is my final volume as Editor-in-Chief of the Canadian Journal of Program
Evaluation. I am very proud of all of the work we have done with CJPE over the
past three years and honoured to have worked with an amazing editorial team.
The world is in a very different place than it was three years ago, with increased
political, economic, and financial uncertainty defining the current moment. The
value of our work as evaluators matters more today, as so much of what we
have struggled to achieve in terms of equity, justice, equality, diversity of people,
views and perspectives, anti-racism, and collaboration is now under threat
worldwide.

This issue of CJPE includes 11 articles and practice notes across a range of
program and community contexts, drawing our attention to evaluation’s role in
policy-making and its strategic use in the federal government, the intersections
between collaborative or culturally responsive approaches and social pedagogy,
trauma-informed and recovery-centred practice, and the role of Indigenous
approaches in creating a decolonial evaluation practice that creates spaces to fos-
ter cultural safety, relationships, advocacy, ceremony, accountability, empower-
ment, and learning.

There are four submissions in our Roots and Relations section. Erb, Garcia,
and Stekia describe an environmental evaluation framework they used with Indi-
genous regional networks across British Columbia. The article by Johnson, Dan-
cey, Wonneck, and Johnson provides a critique of western approaches in the
evaluation of Indigenous programs as they ignore cultural protocols, traditions,
and ceremonies that are so crucial to any research conducted in Indigenous com-
munities. Seneca, Mccarn, and Baker discuss the use of an Indigenous evaluation
framework used by an urban Indian health institute to empower communities
and help them reclaim their narratives. The final article in this section, by
Nicholson, Walker-Swaney, Lawrenchuk, Johnson, and Rowe, investigates an
Anishinaabe-led evaluation in a maternal-child health integrative care clinic
used to support ongoing learning and wellness within the clinic.

There are also three articles and four practice notes included in this issue.
The article by Núñez, Janer Hidalgo, andMolina Palencia looks at the intersection
between participatory evaluation and social pedagogy based on interviews with 18
academics across seven countries. Mahani, Lyeo, Fung, Husack, Muhajarine,
Diener, and Brown explore the role of evaluation in policy-making in a small-to-
medium-sized municipality. Both of these first two papers focus on the demo-
cratic potential of evaluation. The next article in French by Larivière, Charpentier,
Asselin, Michaud, and Gauthier-Boudreault discusses the use of an empowerment
evaluation to support a recovery-centred practice in the mental health residential
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sector in Quebec. The first practice note, by Thiessen and Chouinard, reflects on
an Indigenous-led evaluation of a program housed in a non-Indigenous govern-
mental organization, focusing on the need to take a trauma-informed approach in
their work. The French practice note by Godbout, Dussault, Fernet, Boucher, and
Boileau reflects on the challenges they experienced implementing an evaluation
that is mindful and sensitive to trauma. Krasniuk, Lawson, and Crizzle bring into
focus a bottom-up approach in the evaluation of a volunteer transportation pro-
gram in a rural community. Finally, Levesque’s practice note sheds light on the
strategic use of evaluation within the federal government.

I want to thank everyone for their work on this volume and for their work
on the journal over the past three years. It has been an honour to work with all
of you! And thank you to the Editorial Board and to all the reviewers. We could
not do our work without all of you!

Jill Anne Chouinard
Editor-in-Chief
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