
Editors’ Remarks

This issue of the Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation includes 12 articles
covering ways to adapt, strengthen, redesign, and decolonize evaluation practice,
from our initial engagement with communities to our use of program theories
that guide our work, including approaches to data collection, data management
and reporting. Each of these articles challenge us to rethink, reconsider, and
reflect on whether our current practices are culturally relevant and meaningful
to the communities in which we work.

There are five submissions in our Roots and Relations section, beginning
with a submission by Nicole Bowman that builds on the Indigenous medicine
wheel framework to extend the four directions to seven directions as a culturally
responsive and Indigenous approach to decolonizing evaluation practice across
a range of community contexts. There is also an important article by Nicole
Bowman and Larry Bremner that tells the story of indigenous data sovereignty,
illustrated by various case examples drawn from their own experiences. The
paper by Heimlick, Lambert, Marzano, Mark-Shadbolt, and Smith explores the
use of metaphors and symbols as visual aides used to enhance engagement,
understanding, and buy-in. The fourth submission by Martel Hesketh uses a
case example to illustrate an Indigenous approach to social network analysis.
The final Roots and Relations submission for this issue, by Peach, White Owl
Native Ancestry Association, Wisahkotewinowak Collective, Skinner, and Neu-
feld, provides the example of a culturally responsive program theory with an
Indigenous land-based initiative involving Indigenous children and youth.

There are also seven other contributions in this issue, three articles and
four practice notes. The first article by Astrid Brousselle, in conversation with
colleagues, explores the possibility of what she refers to as a “new utopia” for
evaluation, focusing specifically on how evaluation can contribute to the radical
societal transformation required for sustainability and equity over the next dec-
ade. The next article in French by Rodrigo Quiroz-Saavedra and Judi Aubel is
set in Senegal and looks to adapting a youth development program in culturally
and religiously appropriate ways to ensure youth engagement. The final full arti-
cle by Neubauer, Akinfaderin, Chen, Dillon, Garita, and Makleff utilizes feminist
principles to strengthen a Community of Practice framework for Monitoring,
Evaluation, and Learning.

The first practice note by Teasdale, Moore, and Strasser focuses on providing
guidance on reporting a central, value-laden component of evaluating lines of
inquiry to ensure meaningful understanding. The second, by Shapiro, Oystrick,
Liu, and Vadlamudi, looks at the evaluation of data management strategies for
nonprofit organizations to help capture the complexity of their contexts. Third,
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authors Oystrick and Shapiro describe the use of photovoice in a youth evalua-
tion of a food education program for young adults in Northern Ontario. Our
final practice note in the issue, by Shapiro and Lam, explores the use of artificial
intelligence and machine learning in evaluation as a possible way to enhance
accuracy and reduce workload.

I want to thank everyone who contributed to this enticing volume. As a
collection, these articles provide us with a broad collection of methodological
possibilities to ensure that our work as evaluators remains culturally and con-
tinually relevant, meaningful, and important in what we can only describe as
increasingly challenging program and community contexts. Please send us your
ideas for future articles or practice notes, and I encourage you all to include the
voices and perspectives of the participants with whom you all collaborate.

Jill Anne Chouinard
Editor-in-Chief
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