
Introd ction to the Roots and Relations Section 

Koolamals /Taan sh /Welcome Relat ves and All es to Roots and Relat ons 
(R&R)! Th s sect on was conceptual zed  n 2020, and subm ss ons from Ind gen-
ous authors and all es cont nue to explore Ind genous evaluat on pract ce. 
The contr but ng authors share the r exper ences and  ns ghts  nto ways we can 
ensure evaluat on becomes a process that authent cally  nvolves and reflects 
Ind genous ways of know ng, be ng, and do ng. More can be found about R&R 
by scroll ng to the bottom of our Canadian J urnal  f Pr gram Evaluati n 
(CJPE) homepage here: https://evaluat oncanada.ca/learn ng-and-events/cjpe/ 
 ndex.html. 

The journey of R&R  s to document Ind genous pract ce as  t relates to eva-
luat on. Roots and Relat ons  s publ shed tw ce annually, June and December,  n 
the Canadian J urnal  f Pr gram Evaluati n. Please see our evergreen call for 
R&R subm ss ons here: https://evaluat onbc.ca/resources/Documents/RR% 
20Evergreen%20Call.pdf. Our m ss on  s to ensure that th s  s a safe space for 
cultural, commun ty, and  nd v dual express on, rooted  n and grown by the 
supports prov ded by the R&R ed tors, rev ewers, Elder adv sors, and Aunt es 
and Uncles who are part of the R&R commun ty. Roots and Relat ons  s about 
reflect on and rec proc ty—reflect on on non-trad t onal and trad t onal ways 
 n wh ch we work, and how our work  s  n serv ce to others,  n order to g ve back 
and walk softly wh le we are here. The R&R sect on  ntends to demonstrate to 
readers Ind genous v ews of relat onal ty: how we cannot separate the humans 
from the nonhumans and from sp r tual ty when do ng our work. 

The f ve art cles  n th s fourth ed t on of Roots and Relat ons prov de exam-
ples of pract ce that do exactly that. So, read w th an open m nd and a b g heart, 
so we can all move to do ng evaluat on  n “a good way”. May  t  nsp re you to 
feel and act d fferently so you, too, can be part of the k nsh p of good med c ne 
that contr butes more broadly through the R&R commun ty. 

The f rst art cle, C ntinuing the Evaluati n J urney: Sharing the Lunaape 
Seven Directi ns Medicine Wheel M del, h ghl ghts how decolon zed, culturally 
respons ve, and Ind genous evaluat on frameworks, theor es, and methods can 
be developed and ref ned over t me. Th s art cle shares the author’s journey w th 
the Med c ne Wheel as part of her personal, cultural, and profess onal develop-
ment. Us ng a Lunaape Med c ne Wheel framework, the author bu lds upon the 
four d rect ons and extends  t to a Seven D rect ons Lunaape Med c ne Wheel 
Model, shar ng w th the reader examples of real-world appl cat ons. 

The next art cle, Indigen us Data S vereignty (IDS): Applying It By, With, 
F r, and Thr ugh Indigen us Evaluat rs and Evaluati ns,  s a t mely and funda-
mental contr but on to the f eld of evaluat on. The authors share an overv ew 
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about IDS and the r exper ences present ng and learn ng at the 2024 IDS Confer-
ence  n Tucson, Ar zona, USA. They prov de examples and appl cat ons of IDS 
to the r d rect evaluat on, ed tor al, and publ cat on pol cy work. The art cle con-
cludes w th the r reflect ons on how the f eld of evaluat on should be aware and 
 nclus ve as  t moves forward  nto the future apply ng IDS to evaluat ve th nk ng, 
theory, pol c es, fund ng, and pract ce. 

Our th rd art cle, The ry  f Change Visuals: Using Diagrams, Metaph rs, 
and Symb ls t  C mmunicate C mplex Ideas and Get Buy-in, prov des the reader 
w th r ch graph cal and text  nformat on. The authors of th s paper propose a 
un que, v sually based approach that  ntegrates metaphors and symbols  nto 
measurement and evaluat on frameworks. The authors quest on whether our 
tr ed-and-true methods of creat ng measurement and evaluat on frameworks 
are somet mes at odds w th access b l ty and how they are used. Many of the 
authors l sted on th s paper are employed at Te T ra Whakamātak  (TTW), 
a Māor  env ronmental not-for-prof t. To help get the r colleagues and w der 
staff on board w th the r evaluat on pract ce,  t was dec ded to create a theory of 
change v sual. However, they understood the  mportance of choos ng the r ght 
symbol to commun cate the r values and evaluat on strategy. The team dec ded 
upon the Ruru, wh ch  s a forest guard an, protector, and adv sor who  s legend-
ary  n Māor  lore as a br nger of news (bad and good) through  ts connect on 
w th the sp r tual world. 

The fourth art cle, Old Kn wledge, New T  ls: Applying an Indigen us 
Appr ach t  S cial Netw rk Analysis, the author uses soc al network analys s 
(SNA)  n the r evaluat on  n a culturally grounded way. They bel eve  t  s cr t cal 
that relat onsh ps be at the center of all aspects of the evaluat on. They undertake 
an exam nat on of the connect ons that compr se the commun ty of Ind genous 
plant and food educators v a a soc al network analys s wh ch they bel eve  s a 
natural f t, g ven the  nherent focus on relat onsh ps w th n the methods them-
selves. By ut l z ng Ind genous evaluat on methods they attempt to decolon ze 
data and ensure the processes and results of the SNA w ll not be re-traumat z ng, 
but rather conduc ve to the strengthen ng of Amer can Ind an and Alaska Nat ve 
culture, work, and sovere gnty. 

In the f fth and f nal art cle of th s R&R ed t on, Planting the Seed: Learning 
fr m C -C nstructing Pr gram The ry within an Urban Indigen us C ntext 
descr bes a process of theory co-construct on that develops a culturally and 
locally respons ve shared understand ng of the goal(s) of land-based food educa-
t on, w th  nput from Ind genous commun ty members and staff at the Wh te 
Owl Nat ve Ancestry Assoc at on and the W sahkotew nowak Collect ve. 

The work of the authors contr but ng to R&R cont nues to broaden and 
deepen our evaluat ve th nk ng and, we hope, evaluators’ future behav ors. Ind -
genous authors and  nnovators cont nue to  nsp re us, and we hope they do that 
for you as well. Once aga n, we encourage Ind genous evaluat on pract t oners, 
academ cs, and students to subm t to R&R. As we have noted prev ously, R&R 
 ntent onally and unapologet cally makes space for Ind genous, F rst Nat ons, 
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Mét s, and Inu t vo ces and  s one way we can address the Truth and Reconc l a-
t on Comm ss on of Canada Calls to Act on. It  s truly exc t ng to be part of a 
journal that  s focused on celebrat ng and publ sh ng Ind genous vo ces. 

To cont nue to move forward we need your help, not only as contr but ng 
authors but also as contr but ng rev ewers. Please help us  n ensur ng that Roots 
and Relat ons can cont nue to move forward celebrat ng Ind genous vo ces and 
pract ce. If you are  nsp red and seek to be part of an  nclus ve and support ve 
commun ty as author, Elder, rev ewer, peer supporter, or  n other ways, all you 
have to do  s let us know. Bless ngs to you throughout th s w nter season com ng 
upon us and  nto the new year, too. 

Marrs , Anush  k, Merc , Thank You! 
Larry Bre ner 

Dr. Nicole Bow an 
Paisley Worthington 

C -edit rs and Edit rial C  rdinat r, R  ts and Relati ns secti n, 
Canadian J urnal  f Pr gram Evaluati n 
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