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Introduction to the Roots and Relations Section

Koolamalsi/Taanishi/Welcome Relatives and Allies to Roots and Relations
(R&R)! This section was conceptualized in 2020, and submissions from Indigen-
ous authors and allies continue to explore Indigenous evaluation practice.
The contributing authors share their experiences and insights into ways we can
ensure evaluation becomes a process that authentically involves and reflects
Indigenous ways of knowing, being, and doing. More can be found about R&R
by scrolling to the bottom of our Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation
(CJPE) homepage here: https://evaluationcanada.ca/learning-and-events/cjpe/
index.html.

The journey of R&R is to document Indigenous practice as it relates to eva-
luation. Roots and Relations is published twice annually, June and December, in
the Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation. Please see our evergreen call for
R&R submissions here: https://evaluationbc.ca/resources/Documents/RR%
20Evergreen%20Call.pdf. Our mission is to ensure that this is a safe space for
cultural, community, and individual expression, rooted in and grown by the
supports provided by the R&R editors, reviewers, Elder advisors, and Aunties
and Uncles who are part of the R&R community. Roots and Relations is about
reflection and reciprocity—reflection on non-traditional and traditional ways
in which we work, and how our work is in service to others, in order to give back
and walk softly while we are here. The R&R section intends to demonstrate to
readers Indigenous views of relationality: how we cannot separate the humans
from the nonhumans and from spirituality when doing our work.

The five articles in this fourth edition of Roots and Relations provide exam-
ples of practice that do exactly that. So, read with an open mind and a big heart,
so we can all move to doing evaluation in “a good way”. May it inspire you to
feel and act differently so you, too, can be part of the kinship of good medicine
that contributes more broadly through the R&R community.

The first article, Continuing the Evaluation Journey: Sharing the Lunaape
Seven Directions Medicine Wheel Model, highlights how decolonized, culturally
responsive, and Indigenous evaluation frameworks, theories, and methods can
be developed and refined over time. This article shares the author’s journey with
the Medicine Wheel as part of her personal, cultural, and professional develop-
ment. Using a Lunaape Medicine Wheel framework, the author builds upon the
four directions and extends it to a Seven Directions Lunaape Medicine Wheel
Model, sharing with the reader examples of real-world applications.

The next article, Indigenous Data Sovereignty (IDS): Applying It By, With,
For, and Through Indigenous Evaluators and Evaluations, is a timely and funda-
mental contribution to the field of evaluation. The authors share an overview
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about IDS and their experiences presenting and learning at the 2024 IDS Confer-
ence in Tucson, Arizona, USA. They provide examples and applications of IDS
to their direct evaluation, editorial, and publication policy work. The article con-
cludes with their reflections on how the field of evaluation should be aware and
inclusive as it moves forward into the future applying IDS to evaluative thinking,
theory, policies, funding, and practice.

Our third article, Theory of Change Visuals: Using Diagrams, Metaphors,
and Symbols to Communicate Complex Ideas and Get Buy-in, provides the reader
with rich graphical and text information. The authors of this paper propose a
unique, visually based approach that integrates metaphors and symbols into
measurement and evaluation frameworks. The authors question whether our
tried-and-true methods of creating measurement and evaluation frameworks
are sometimes at odds with accessibility and how they are used. Many of the
authors listed on this paper are employed at Te Tira Whakamataki (TTW),
a Maori environmental not-for-profit. To help get their colleagues and wider
staff on board with their evaluation practice, it was decided to create a theory of
change visual. However, they understood the importance of choosing the right
symbol to communicate their values and evaluation strategy. The team decided
upon the Ruru, which is a forest guardian, protector, and advisor who is legend-
ary in Maori lore as a bringer of news (bad and good) through its connection
with the spiritual world.

The fourth article, Old Knowledge, New Tools: Applying an Indigenous
Approach to Social Network Analysis, the author uses social network analysis
(SNA) in their evaluation in a culturally grounded way. They believe it is critical
that relationships be at the center of all aspects of the evaluation. They undertake
an examination of the connections that comprise the community of Indigenous
plant and food educators via a social network analysis which they believe is a
natural fit, given the inherent focus on relationships within the methods them-
selves. By utilizing Indigenous evaluation methods they attempt to decolonize
data and ensure the processes and results of the SNA will not be re-traumatizing,
but rather conducive to the strengthening of American Indian and Alaska Native
culture, work, and sovereignty.

In the fifth and final article of this R&R edition, Planting the Seed: Learning
from Co-Constructing Program Theory within an Urban Indigenous Context
describes a process of theory co-construction that develops a culturally and
locally responsive shared understanding of the goal(s) of land-based food educa-
tion, with input from Indigenous community members and staff at the White
Owl Native Ancestry Association and the Wisahkotewinowak Collective.

The work of the authors contributing to R&R continues to broaden and
deepen our evaluative thinking and, we hope, evaluators’ future behaviors. Indi-
genous authors and innovators continue to inspire us, and we hope they do that
for you as well. Once again, we encourage Indigenous evaluation practitioners,
academics, and students to submit to R&R. As we have noted previously, R&R
intentionally and unapologetically makes space for Indigenous, First Nations,
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Métis, and Inuit voices and is one way we can address the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission of Canada Calls to Action. It is truly exciting to be part of a
journal that is focused on celebrating and publishing Indigenous voices.

To continue to move forward we need your help, not only as contributing
authors but also as contributing reviewers. Please help us in ensuring that Roots
and Relations can continue to move forward celebrating Indigenous voices and
practice. If you are inspired and seek to be part of an inclusive and supportive
community as author, Elder, reviewer, peer supporter, or in other ways, all you
have to do is let us know. Blessings to you throughout this winter season coming
upon us and into the new year, too.

Marrsi, Anushiik, Merci, Thank You!
Larry Bremner

Dr. Nicole Bowman

Paisley Worthington

Co-editors and Editorial Coordinator, Roots and Relations section,
Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation
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