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Abstract: Indigenous data sovereignty (IDS) is a relatively recent term and global
movement that originated from the Global Indigenous Data Alliance (GIDA) in
2015 when the formal international network was created. The global North and
South have representation in the GIDA through the nation-states including the
Maiam nayri Wingara Collective (Australia), Te Mana Raraunga Maori Data
Sovereignty Network (Aotearoa New Zealand), and the United States Indigenous
Data Sovereignty Network. IDS is founded on time-immemorial knowledge, wis-
dom, and lifeways of Indigenous peoples and First Nations globally including Tri-
bal treaties, Tribal constitutions, the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, and other human and natural rights laws. The authors share
an overview of IDS; the experiences they had presenting and learning at the 2024
IDS Conference in Tucson, Arizona, USA; and examples and applications of IDS
to their direct evaluation, editorial, and publication policy work. They conclude
the article with their reflections on how the field of evaluation should be aware
and inclusive as it moves forward into the future applying IDS to evaluative think-
ing, theory, policies, funding, and practice.

Keywords: data, data governance, data sovereignty, Indigenous, evaluation, data
policy, Indigenous evaluation, Indigenous data sovereignty, UNDRIP

Résumé : La souveraineté des données autochtones (indigenous data sovereignty —
IDS) est un mouvement mondial et un terme relativement récent qui tire son origine
de la Global Indigenous Data Alliance (GIDA). Le réseau international officiel a été
créé en 2015. Les hémisphéres nord et sud sont représentés dans la GIDA par l'inter-
médiaire de nations-états qui comprennent le Maiam nayri Wingara Collective
(Australie), le Te Mana Raraunga Maori Data Sovereignty Network (Aotearoa
Nouvelle-Zélande) et le United States Indigenous Data Sovereignty Network. LIDS
est fondée sur des connaissances, de la sagesse et les facons de vivre remontant a
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266 Bowman and Bremner

des temps immémoriaux de personnes autochtones et de Premiéres Nations du
monde entier, et tient aussi compte de traités tribaux, de constitutions tribales, de la
Déclaration des Nations Unies sur les droits des peuples autochtones et d’autres lois
humaines et droits naturels. Les auteurs font un survol de 'IDS; de leurs expériences
de présentation et d’apprentissage a la conférence de I'IDS de 2024 a Tucson, en Ari-
zona (Etats-Unis); et d’exemples des applications de I'IDS pour 'évaluation, le travail
éditorial et les politiques de publication. L'article se conclut avec leurs réflexions sur
la fagon dont le domaine de I'évaluation doit étre sensibilisé et inclusif, a lavenir,
pour lapplication de I'IDS a la pratique, au financement, aux politiques, a la théorie
et a la pensée en matiére d'évaluation.

Mots clés : autochtones, données, DNUDPA, évaluation, évaluation autochtone,
gouvernance des données, politiques en matiére de données, souveraineté des don-
nées, souveraineté des données autochtones

Nearly 500 million Indigenous people live in 90 countries around the world,
which accounts for more than 6.2% of the global population (United Nations
[UN], n.d.). They represent more than 5,000 distinct groups that speak over
7,000 languages, according to the UN. Indigenous peoples have in common a
historical continuity with a given region prior to colonization and a strong link
to their lands. They maintain, at least in part, distinct social, economic, and
political systems. They have distinct languages, cultures, beliefs, and knowl-
edge systems. They are determined to maintain and develop their identity
and distinct institutions, and they form a non-dominant sector of society.
(UN, n.d.)

Throughout this article, we use the term Indigenous, which includes First
Nations, Inuit, Métis, Aboriginal, Maori, Pacific Islanders, Native Hawaiian,
Alaskan, and all of the distinct Indigenous populations from the other 90 coun-
tries globally who are living on or outside the land of their traditional commu-
nities. According to the UN, “the most fruitful approach is to identify, rather
than define Indigenous peoples” (UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous Voices, n.d.). Wilson (2008) put it this way:

Terms such as Indian, Métis, Aborigine or Torres Strait Islander do nothing to
reflect either the distinctiveness of our cultures or the commonalities of our underly-
ing worldviews. [The term] Indigenous is inclusive of all first peoples—unique in
our own cultures—but common in our experiences of colonialism and our under-
standing of the world.

(p- 15)

The UN and other global partners continue to work by, for, and with Indigenous
peoples and Indigenous governments (nation-states). Using the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), as well as the Uni-
ted Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), and various
other working groups, the UN continues to undertake a global effort to uphold
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Figure 1. The authors at the US Indigenous Data Sovereignty and
Governance Summit, 2024

Photograph courtesy of Nicole Bowman.

the human, political, intellectual property, natural resources, traditional knowl-
edge, and the treaty rights of Indigenous peoples and governments (UN, 2024).
Dr. Bowman resides in Wisconsin, USA, and acknowledges the 574 sovereign
Tribal Nations (US Department of Interior, n.d.) in that country. The second
author, Mr. Bremner, resides in the province of Manitoba, Canada. In Canada,
First Nations are one of three recognized Indigenous peoples along with the
Inuit and Métis. There are more than 630 First Nations communities in Canada
representing more than 50 Nations and 50 Indigenous languages (Government
of Canada, 2024). We also recognize that, in Canada, 59.4% of First Nation peo-
ple with Registered or Treaty Indian Status (Canada) are living off reserve (Sta-
tistics Canada, 2022), while 78% of the US Indigenous population is living off
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their Tribal Nation reservations in urban and rural communities throughout the
country. The term “First Nations” includes Registered Indians (also called Status
Indians) and Non-Status Indians. Registered Indians are individuals registered
as Indians under the Indian Act.

Last, throughout this article, we intentionally distinguish between Indigen-
ous peoples and Indigenous Nations or governments because sovereignty is a
right of not only Indigenous peoples (i.e., Indigenous citizens), including Intuit
and Metis, but a distinct legal and political right of the Indigenous governments
that no other racial or ethnic group has. Tribal sovereignty refers to the legal
recognition of Indigenous Nations as sovereign nations within the United States
(Indigenous Environmental Network, n.d.) and the right of federally recognized
Tribes to govern themselves, their lands, and their people (Native American
Rights Fund, 2024.). In Canadian contexts, this often is referred to as Indigenous
self-government and was officially recognized in the Royal Proclamation of
1763, which designated land and resources to Indigenous groups (The Indigen-
ous Foundation, n.d.). In Canada, as stated on the Crown-Indigenous Relations
and Northern Affairs (CIRNAC) website, “(CIRNAC) continues to renew the
nation-to-nation, Inuit-Crown, government-to-government relationship be-
tween Canada and First Nations, Inuit and Métis; modernize Government of
Canada structures to enable Indigenous peoples to build capacity and support
their vision of self-determination” (CIRNAC, 2024). Furthermore, Canada also
recognizes that Indigenous peoples have an inherent right of self-government
guaranteed in section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 (Government of Canada,
2023).

In March 2020, the First Nations Information and Governance Centre
(FNIGC, 2020) released “A First Nations Data Governance Strategy.” The stated
vision was for “[a] First Nations-led, national network of modern information
and statistical service centers at national and regional levels, to serve the data
capacity needs of communities and Nations and to advance the realization
of data sovereignty that is in alignment with First Nations’ distinct worldviews”
(p. 6). It is with an open mind and heart we invite you to lean in and move with
us to a more truthful, just, healing, and sustainable future through the lens and
practice of Indigenous data sovereignty (IDS).

These aspects of sovereignty become an important socio-political, cultural,
and legal distinction regarding IDS. This IDS movement is distinct yet shares
relations with the African decolonization work being done globally, including
ownership and governance of their data, decolonizing national evaluation sys-
tems, and the open data movement (Goldman et al., 2024; Oguananam, 2020).
Consequently, sovereignty in our field of evaluation needs application more
broadly and practically through our lived understanding and interactions with
Indigenous peoples and Indigenous governments that occur outside of our cho-
sen profession. This includes IDS, nation building, and nation-to-nation activities
between and among sovereign governments/nation-states and for contractual
and publication purposes, which we discuss next.
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IDS: ORIGINS AND GLOBAL MOVEMENT

IDS is a relatively recent term and global movement that originated through the
Global Indigenous Data Alliance (GIDA) in 2015 when the formal international
network was created. The global North and South have representation in the GIDA
through nation-states, including the Maiam nayri Wingara Collective (Australia),
the Te Mana Raraunga Maori Data Sovereignty Network (Aotearoa New Zealand),
and the United States Indigenous Data Sovereignty Network. In 2016, GIDA devel-
oped a global IDS agenda (Kukutai & Taylor, 2016) due to the lack of reliable data,
the misuse of traditional and other Indigenous knowledge, and the absence of Indi-
genous voices in research, evaluation, and policy regarding data governance. Legal,
ethical, and academic standards of care and practice were not being upheld
for Indigenous people and Indigenous governments. Non-Indigenous funders,
governments, universities, and other organizations were not aware of or interested
in learning, resourcing, respecting, and including IDS as part of their normal or
extended activities. As a result, the IDS Agenda and movement have planted seeds
that are now rooted in many Indigenous efforts and organizations, such as Native
(Indigenous) Nation Building and Native (Indigenous) Nation Rebuilding (Hiraldo
et al,, 2020; Jorgensen et al., 2007; Carroll et al., 2019); data and cultural protections
are in policy and ordinances for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
(MMIW) in the United States, Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
Girls (MMIWG) in Canada (Beaulne-Stuebing, 2024; Bowman, 2022; Spotted
Bear, 2024), and natural resource and earth protections are included in Land Back
initiatives (Gaunt, 2023; Native Land Information System, 2024; Roxanne, 2021).
Tribal digital data sovereignty is now a hot topic given the more recent use of artifi-
cial intelligence and data breaches happening globally (American Indian Policy
Institute, 2024; National Congress of American Indians, 2024).

IDS is founded on the inherent sovereignty of Indigenous peoples as recog-
nized by UNDRIP, upholding the right of Indigenous peoples to control, pro-
tect, develop, and sustain their culture, language, traditional knowledge, ethics,
and lifeways (UN, 2007). Using the definitions of the Maiam nayri Wingara and
Australian Indigenous Data Governance Institute (2018), we unpack IDS with
these terms and definitions:

o Indigenous data refers to information or knowledge, in any format or
medium, which is about and may affect Indigenous peoples both collec-
tively and individually.

o IDS refers to the right of Indigenous peoples to exercise ownership over
Indigenous data. Ownership of data can be expressed through the crea-
tion, collection, access, analysis, interpretation, management, dissemi-
nation, and reuse of Indigenous data.

o Indigenous data governance refers to the right of Indigenous peoples to
autonomously decide what, how, and why Indigenous data are collected,
accessed and used. It ensures that data on or about Indigenous peoples
reflects our priorities, values, cultures, worldviews, and diversity.
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Since these earlier IDS beginnings and regional gatherings in the global South
and North, this movement has broadened with representation from Canada, Cen-
tral and South America, the Caribbean Islands, Hawaii, Alaska, the Pacific
Islands, and the Arctic Circle. Beyond these geographic spaces, the work has
deepened with the culture, language, natural and governmental laws, and tradi-
tional knowledge practices and ethics that Indigenous peoples carry with them
and Indigenous Nations represent as sovereign nation-states. IDS is now being
carried out in the global North and South locally and through broader conven-
ings by nation, by continent, and globally as part of a regular agenda being
developed, implemented, and sustained by Indigenous peoples, Indigenous
governments, and trusted partners (International Work Group for Indigenous
Affairs, 2021, 2022; Oguamanam, 2019; US Indigenous Data Sovereignty Net-
work, 2024).

As global community members and rightsholders, we live as citizens of our
own nations and within nations (i.e., the United States). The practices of IDS are
more recent, despite the worldwide movement that is founded on and sustained
by Indigenous knowledge, wisdom, language, culture, and lifeways of Indigen-
ous peoples globally. IDS is being developed and implemented in ways that are
informed by Treaties and Indigenous Nations constitutions, laws, and policies
as well as Indigenous knowledge, wisdom, language, culture, and lifeways (Car-
roll et al., 2020, 2021). IDS is about the right of Indigenous peoples to govern
their data and assert their legal and political rights as sovereign governments.
IDS is also about protecting Indigenous data and how they are used. This is
important given how many non-Indigenous funders, governments, researchers,
evaluators, and other interest groups have access to Indigenous data sets. In the
era of big data, artificial intelligence, data breaches, misinformation and disin-
formation campaigns (UNHCR, 2021), and the academic knowledge economy,
IDS is particularly needed to protect Indigenous data.

To address imbalances and be proactive in doing IDS work, principles have
been created for IDS. The CARE principles were developed to guide Indigenous
data use by defining Collective benefit, Authority to control, Responsibility, and
Ethical use of data (Russo Carroll et al., 2020). These principles were informed
by nine key documents shown in Table 1 that were shared and discussed in a
workshop at the International Data Week in 2018 (Research Data Alliance,
2017) by a global group of Indigenous scholars and practitioners. The CARE
principles crosswalk Indigenous and mainstream (Western) sources and con-
sider people, purpose, and data-oriented principles. Furthermore, the purpose of
the CARE principles is to

empower Indigenous Peoples by shifting the focus from regulated consultation to
value-based relationships that position data approaches within Indigenous cultures
and knowledge systems to the benefit of Indigenous Peoples. This shift ultimately
promotes equitable participation in processes of data reuse, which will result in
more equitable outcomes.

(Carroll et al., 2021, p. 3)
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From the work of these Indigenous scholars and practitioners, the CARE
principles each have three subprinciples and have been developed to complement
the FAIR principles noted in Table 1, which are applied to Indigenous projects as
well. The FAIR principles of Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability, and Reusa-
bility help guide those collecting, producing, publishing, and using data from
research in any community to ensure transparency, quality, clarity, and overall
good data management and stewardship (Wilkinson et al., 2016). Collectively, IDS
is a global expression that is rooted in Indigeneity, sovereignty, and scholarship
that spans and has meaning and use in both Western and Indigenous contexts.

In summary, there are global and nationally based IDS conferences and
Indigenous governments, Indigenous multidisciplinary scholars, researchers
and other practitioners, and governance non-profits and partners are all work-
ing on IDS projects, frameworks, and applied practices. These efforts have been
done with much intention and impact. The cross-functional nature of IDS can
be applied as a scientific, ethical, and cultural effort within the field of evaluation,
too. Concisely, Indigenous data sovereignty is being used as a framework (Fox-
worth & Ellenwood, 2022) to improve policies and practices across sectors and
disciplines. It is now time to bring the broader field of evaluation into this con-
versation and practice.

IDS: EXAMPLES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

At the IDS conference in Tucson, Arizona, in April 2024, principles and ways to
operationalize IDS were shared in the more than 70 keynotes and sessions
offered at this sold-out conference. Many diverse content areas and disciplines
were discussed including health, medicine, biology, climate change, Alzheimer’s,
COVID-19, education, legal studies and contracts, boarding schools, child wel-
fare, science, math, social studies, anthropology, engineering, wildlife, huma-
nities, history, earth sciences, governance and policy, rematriation, librarianship,
and museum studies. Of these sessions, fewer than 5% were from evaluators;
policymakers, researchers, and other practitioners were the majority of the
representation. It is also important for evaluators to participate in future IDS
conferences being held as well to increase the voice and visibility of evaluators in
decolonized IDS movements globally. Notably, there is an IDS local (Arizona)
evaluation community of practice, and it is our hope to build on that representa-
tion as part of the kinship of Indigenous and ally evaluators more broadly.
Therefore, our article intends to contribute to various IDS conceptualizations,
conversations, and practices through the experiences and activities of Indigen-
ous scholars, editors, practitioners, and businesses immersed in the field of eva-
luation. We eagerly await the response of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous
community of evaluators reading this article and offer our contribution in this
publication to build awareness regarding IDS. We hope to spark more interest
and gain support for others to share resources, activities, experiences, and publi-
cations about how IDS is shaping their work. The following experiences of our
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decolonized Indigenous evaluation work are offered as practical examples of
how IDS is an influencing framework that functionally and foundationally sup-
ports our direct evaluation, editorial, and publication efforts.

EDITORIAL: ROOTS AND RELATIONS IN THE
CANADIAN JOURNAL OF PROGRAM EVALUATION

In December 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
released their final report, which included 94 calls to action to address the lasting
legacy of Residential Schools and advance the process of Canadian reconcilia-
tion. In 2016, as a result of the calls to action, the national board of the Canadian
Evaluation Society (CES) adopted resolutions which publicly committed CES to
incorporate reconciliation into its values, principles, and practices. Since then,
CES has undertaken a number of strategies to ensure that active reconciliation is
part of its policies and practices.

For example, in 2016 active reconciliation was incorporated into the yearly
national conference. Furthermore, the Canadian Evaluation Society has a cre-
dential program through which members can become “credentialed evaluators.”
In 2018, the competencies upon which the credential is based were revised to
include reconciliation, reciprocity, and the First Nations principles of owner-
ship, control, access, and possession (OCAP). In 2021, the Canadian Journal of
Program Evaluation (CJPE) announced a new permanent section in the journal
to be called “Roots and Relations: Celebrating Good Medicine in Indigenous
Evaluation.” In its ongoing effort to ensure evaluators better understand their
roles in reconciliation, CES launched Truth and Reconciliation for Evaluators,
an e-institute course, in 2022.

The 2022 national conference ended with a challenge to CES to build on
its commitment to reconciliation by exploring how the organization can
uphold the UNDRIP principles. This challenge resulted in the formation of the
UNDRIP Working Group, which released its final report in April 2024. The
report made a number of recommendations which dealt with advancing and
supporting reconciliation, Indigenous sovereignty, Indigenous evaluation net-
works, and mechanisms for ensuring that Indigenous knowledge holders are
engaged at all levels of decision-making.

The CES journey provides some examples of how an organization can
change policies and practices to ensure that board members and members-at-
large have a better understanding of how to engage in active reconciliation, Indi-
genous sovereignty and how IDS can become part of “what we do.” For example,
thinking of the IDS definition presented earlier, the Roots and Relations section
of CJPE is a step in implementing IDS, as there is an expressed desire for Indi-
genous authors to make submissions that “authentically” reflect their Indigenous
evaluation experiences. Indigenous contributors keep control of their informa-
tion and the content that the community has shared with them. The revised
author’s agreement, discussed in the following section, is another step CES has
taken toward addressing IDS.
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AUTHOR AGREEMENTS AND PUBLISHING CONTRACTS

In academia, authors sign agreements for journals, books, and the publishing
agencies that produce these online and print materials. Most often, these agree-
ments give worldwide and exclusive rights for the publishers to use the informa-
tion as they see fit, including selling access to the information or the work
product itself. Additionally, authors find themselves in systems that uphold and
reproduce the settler state where knowledge is commodified and capitalized on.
Authors rarely receive compensation for their intellectual content but, rather,
their record of published papers and the number of publications their work
has appeared in are the foundation for tenure, promotions, raises, and other
scholarly honours. These publications and honours may be included on curri-
cula vitae and in networking materials, may grant access to high-powered and
resourced networks, and are considered for keynote invitations and high-profile
appointments to boards and committees. These are significant rewards for
authors that substitute for their own control over the work they have produced.
However, these rewards are rarely available to Indigenous scholars due to inher-
ent bias in the system.

To address some of these epistemic injustices (Fricker, 2007) of power, poli-
tics, and privilege in the knowledge economies), author agreements, publishing
policies, and other legal contracts have to be addressed. For example, non-
Indigenous authors come into Indigenous communities take the info/knowledge
get published and get rewarded based on stolen knowledge. The Indigenous
people get nothing in return, which speaks to the need for IDS. On a related
note, Indigenous authors have their knowledge, which often is community-
based, stolen without adequate protection. Without safeguards in place to
protect scholars’ own right to their work, Indigenous authors are harmed, mis-
represented, misappropriated, and/or are left out completely (Waapalaneexk-
weew & Dodge-Francis, 2018). By using the IDS framework and decolonizing
author agreements, publishers and Indigenous scholars make IDS operational
through Indigenous control of the ecosystem for published data and provide a
way for Indigenous scholars to uphold their rights of self-determination and
governance. The following publishers have already created or are in the process
of creating decolonized author agreements and are committed to upholding
IDS and UNDRIP principles through academic and evaluation-specific poli-
cies, processes, and publications:

1. CJPE, owned by CES: In 2018, the authors of this article began working
with CJPE after the CES national conference to put together a series of
papers from the Indigenous-led keynote in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
That year, as part of the national conference, CES hosted an on-the-
land gathering in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, Canada. The
intent was to provide participants with experiences in context to under-
stand the knowledge, values, ethics, and methods of the Dedats’eetsaa:
the Thcho Research & Training Institute of the Thchg Government.
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As a result, the keynoters” papers were published in 2019 after negotia-
tion, multiple layers of legal review (as an investment in decolonizing
publishing contracts by author Bowman), and discussion and review by
the CJPE board for mutually agreed-on changes in the CJPE author
copyright agreement. Changes in the CJPE agreement included remov-
ing all worldwide and exclusive rights that CES held as the owner of
CJPE. New legal language in the agreement is included below and sig-
nificant changes are in italics.

a. CES holds joint rights to this article with INSERT NAME OF
AUTHORC(S) to determine how the article will appear in the jour-
nal and elsewhere (under agreement item #2).

b. CES and INSERT NAME OF AUTHORC(S) must agree in writing
each time the article is to appear (under agreement item #2).

c. Subject to the above conditions, and in consideration of CES
undertaking to subsidize costs of publication of the article, the
Author(s) assign CES and INSERT NAME OF AUTHOR(S) joint
world rights to the article in its present, or substantially its present,
form, and the parties hereto agree upon the foregoing terms for
themselves and their respective executors, administrators, assigns,
or successors (under agreement item #7).

d. Additional changes on the agreement with CJPE (R&R [Roots and
Relations]) authors is still being updated currently.

2. Canadian Journal of Program Evaluation (CJPE), R&R: This agreement
builds on the work of author Bowman described earlier. R&R gives voice
to Indigenous evaluators in a way that respectfully reflects their work.
Submissions can be traditional, but they can also include beadwork,
music, poetry, storytelling, or any format that best tells the story of their
work. Given the precedent set with CES outlined earlier, the authors suc-
cessfully argued for changes to the agreements with authors submitting
to R&R, changes that were accepted by the CES Board in 2023. Examples
of the legal and contractual changes are shown in Figure 2.

3. Where the Author(s) own the copyright in the Contribution, the Author(s) hereby assig-grant to CES the non-exclusive world rights
fo the Contribution in its present, or substantially its present, form. CES hereby obtains the right to use the Contribution in the Joumal=amy=
future=publieation, including, but not fimited to, publication in electronic media, issued under its auspices and to authorize others, including
reproduction rights organizations including but not limited to Access Copyright and electronic database providers such as Project MUSE, to do
the same. The Author(s) hereby grant to CES the non-exclusive right to create the Digital Object Identifier (‘DOI') for this Contribution and to
deposit the DOI with Crossef, the official DOI registration agency for scholarly and professional publications. Fhe-Author(s)agree-terreferter

fiwed=by=itrom~ime-te<iime=The Author(s) hereby waive any claim for royalties arising from the use by CES of their Contribution. The Author(s)
reserve the right to publish the Contribution otherwise than in the Journal.

Figure 2. Example of CJPE decolonized author agreement

Source: Canadian Evaluation Society.
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3. Oxford University Press (OUP): In 2019, author Bowman was
approached by OUP to develop and publish an annotated bibliography
on Indigenous evaluation. As part of an ethical, culturally responsive,
and IDS ongoing effort, author Bowman secured a decolonized contri-
buting author agreement with OUP in 2023. By meeting with several
levels of editors (series editors, section editors, managing editor), enga-
ging OUP in quarterly to monthly education and planning meetings,
and utilizing author Bowman’s legal representative firm Best & Flana-
gan, the agreement was negotiated and finalized. Timelines, resources,
and structure of annotated bibliography were amended to include a
seven directions framework developed by author Bowman to allow for
maximum content inclusion, Indigenous ethics and values, and the use
of Indigenous language (i.e., Lunaape), theories, and frameworks. The
new legal language in the agreement follows, and significant changes
are in italics.

a. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Contribution may include cul-
turally responsive planning and evaluation frameworks previously
published, copyrighted and/or trademarked by the Contributing Au-
thor (“Author Retained IP”). The Parties acknowledge that such
Author Retained IP may be incorporated into the Contribution, and
if so, such Author Retained IP is not assigned to Publisher, but Pub-
lisher shall have the right to produce and publish any such Cultural
IP as part of reproducing the Contribution during the Term (under
agreement #2, page 2).

b. Further the Contribution may include intellectual property co-
developed by the Contributing Author with the indigenous commu-
nity (i.e. traditional community members or elders, tribal govern-
ments, officials or employees and/or tribal academics) (collectively
“Cultural IP”). The Parties acknowledge that any such Cultural IP
may be incorporated into the Contribution, and if so, such Cultural
IP is not assigned to Publisher, but Publisher shall have the right to
produce and publish any such Cultural IP as part of reproducing the
Contribution during the Term (under agreement #2, page 2-3).

4. Journal of MultiDisciplinary Evaluation (JMDE), Public Knowledge
Project (PKP) Publishing Services Network: As part of author Bow-
man’s work with JMDE as a special Decolonization Issue editor of
JMDE (Chilisa & Bowman, 2023), author Bowman worked with JMDE
editorial team on decolonizing the processes for publication with an
ultimate vision of getting decolonized author agreements in place in
the future. JMDE is sponsored by Western Michigan University’s Eva-
luation Center, and PKP is the software that hosts JMDE. As part of
JMDE’s continued commitment to decolonization, this open-access
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journal aligns policy and practice with the guidance set by the Commit-
tee on Publication Ethics and works with JMDE’s editorial board,
reviewers, contributing authors, and the field of evaluation to support
ongoing discussions and actions for inclusion, equity, and accessibility.
JMDE has deepened the commitment to decolonization for their selec-
tion of the editorial board for 2024-2026 by engaging author Bowman
as part of the editorial team. With a focus on updating the policies for
data sharing, author rights, Indigenous populations and governments,
and decolonization generally, JMDE will continue to move towards
actionable and transformative change in these areas. The current poli-
cies for JMDE can be accessed here: https://journals.sfu.ca/jmde/index.
php/jmde_1/policies. Specific to Indigenous populations and Indigen-
ous Nations, JMDE acknowledges the Indigenous land, traditional
knowledge, and Indigenous rights through these statements:

a. We recognize that Western Michigan University is located on
lands historically occupied by Ojibwe, Odawa, and Bodewadmi
nations. We acknowledge and honor this ancestral land of the
Three Fires Confederacy, the sacred lands of all Indigenous peo-
ples, and their continued presence.

b. JMDE recognizes that copyright and licensing have limits, particu-

larly with respect to cultural property, cultural heritage, and Indi-
genous data. We require authors to ensure the recognition and
attribution of Indigenous interests and encourage the use of tradi-
tional knowledge notices and biocultural (BC) notices. For more
information on these notices, please visit Local Contexts.

American Journal of Program Evaluation (AJE), published by Sage Jour-
nals: As part of the ongoing equity and inclusion work of AJE, the new
co-editors for AJE’s Ethics, Values, and Culture section (i.e., Drs.
Boyce, Bowman, and Phillips) will be putting multiple decolonization
strategies, processes, and policies into place during their 2024-2026
tenure. The vision for this section of AJE will be grounded in decoloni-
zation and justice through author agreements, addressing the ethical
and legal governance of data, rights of sovereign Tribal Nations and
Indigenous communities globally, and utilizing nation building (Uni-
versity of Arizona Native Nations Institute, n.d.) strategies. By making
it future policy and practice to include a positionality statement by all
authors and updating the author agreement so contributors can retain
their cultural and intellectual rights, AJE is moving the field forward. A
positionality statement provides transparency about power, privilege,
relationships, and responsible actions, ethics, and activities. When non-
Indigenous peoples write about Indigenous topics, it is important to
know their positionality and relationality to Indigenous populations.
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Editors and publishers are addressing White privilege, fragility, and
supremacy and moving toward intersectionality, truth, healing, justice,
and reconciliation. The AJE editors are embodying active strategies for
implementing decolonial procedures, thereby emancipating evaluative
thinking, policies, processes, and actions to transform the field of eva-
luation in ways that are sustainable long after they conclude their edi-
torial duties. For the full AJE ethics, values, and culture editorial team
statement, see https://aea365.org/blog/american-journal-of-evaluation-
week-meet-ajes-ethics-values-amp-culture-section-editors-by-nicky-
bowman-ayesha-boyce-and-gregory-phillips-ii/.

In summary, when non-Indigenous publishers and editors use IDS opera-
tionally through decolonized Indigenous author agreements, it provides a way
to uphold ethical standards in academic editorial responsibilities as exercised
through academic policies, legal agreements, and publications. Additionally, it
also offers an active land acknowledgment strategy that is meaningful, realistic,
and sustainable, not just a performative statement read at gatherings or posted
on a website or conference room (Bouchard, 2019; Native Governance Center,
2021). IDS moves non-Indigenous governments, agencies, and partners to
actively change their behaviours. Decolonized publication agreements and the
incorporation of IDS in review and publishing provide an opening for non-
Indigenous partners to actively uphold truth, reconciliation, and healing in and
through evaluation so allies or future allies can strengthen supports for Indigen-
ous scholars and Indigenous governments that need to be more strongly repre-
sented in the literature.

NATURAL RESOURCE AND NON-HUMAN RELATIONS,
RIGHTS, AND PROTECTIONS

IDS also extends to non-human relatives, projects, and initiatives. The Indian
Land Tenure Foundation, Intertribal Agriculture Council, and the Native Land
Information System all uphold the rights of natural resources, the land, and cli-
mate justice by using IDS efforts (McMullen, 2024). Maori environmental laws
and Native Hawaiian protections of mountains, rivers, and other land-based
places and resources of spiritual and lifeways significance are establishing more
Indigenous authority and control over natural resource and climate rights.
Energy, ecosystem, oceans, biological diversity, and food sovereignty efforts all
recognize and include IDS as a critical component of their work alongside the
spiritual, legal, and practical components (Blue Bird Jernigan et al., 2021; Hud-
son et al., 2023; Kurtz, 2023). Indigenous organizations also have IDS as part of
their policies and/or strategic frameworks for natural resource and climate pro-
tections, such as Cultural Survival, Government of Canada’s Health Research/
Natural Sciences and Engineering/Social Sciences and Humanities Tri-Agency
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Our bodies. minds. and
spirits cannotl continue to
be mined and extracted
from, like the natural
resource extraction
happening on and Lo our
planet.

-Nicole Bowman
(Lunaape/Mohican), PhD

/1/' ‘

Figure 3. Stop your exploitation
Source: Nicole Bowman; digital artistry by Weya Calif, 2022.

Management Policy, and the United States Forestry Department, to name sev-
eral. Collectively, IDS is one of the critical levers for upholding the sovereign
rights of Indigenous peoples and governments’ ability to protect their resources.
Through case law (Hunter, 2023; Roberts & Montoya, 2022; Tsosie, 2019), these
rightsholders are proving they go well beyond stakeholders as leaders in Indigen-
ous sovereignty, environmental justice, and sustainability efforts of this world
and the cosmos.

For too long extractive and exploitive practices have been the realities of eva-
luation and research undertaken in Indigenous communities by non-Indigenous
practitioners. Indigenous knowledge (intellectual property of the community) is
“mined” for the financial and/or professional advantage of the transient non-
Indigenous evaluator/researcher. The community context, the values, and the
on-the-ground struggles of the people and the community are lost. The partici-
pants, informants, or subjects are rarely considered to be the primary audience.
The communities are not involved in developing or validating the approach,
process, or results. Judgements are made based on the standards of the domi-
nant culture, and the work does not affirm or validate Indigenous worldviews
(Gaudry, 2011). As expressed by Waziyatawin, quoted by Gaudry (2011):

Those who have lived their lives from a position of struggle, who have led resis-

tance effort in their own communities, understand clearly how our traditional
knowledge and language have been subjugated by the dominant society. As
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Indigenous communities become more forceful about exerting their own decolo-
nizing agenda, new ways will be devised to regain control over our history and
language.

(p. 117)

In summary, IDS is one of the meaningful and powerful ways Indigenous
peoples and Indigenous Nations will regain control and will help to ensure that
the extractive nature of research and evaluation no longer occurs in Indigenous
communities or the academy. Next, we conclude with our reflections and vision
for moving the field of evaluation forward regarding IDS and Indigenous peo-
ples and Indigenous governments.

REFLECTIONS AND MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

IDS is a traditionally rooted and scholarly framework based in the legal, social,
political, and cultural disciplines. The examples shared are just a start to how
the field of evaluation can consider multidisciplinary, multi-sector, and multi-
agency initiatives for using IDS to transform evaluators and the field of evalua-
tion. We must begin with grounding and orienting ourselves in what IDS is
before we move to operationalizing it. As we develop, refine, and progress, oper-
ationalizing IDS becomes critical to our ability to collectively move the IDS fra-
mework from a unique expression to action-oriented evaluation work. IDS
becomes another tool for Indigenous evaluation innovations, supporting more
impactful partnerships with funders, framers, and users of evaluation. IDS and
other decolonization and Indigenous frameworks, methods, and strategies must
be critically considered as non-Indigenous partners move to develop and bridge
capacities to create and sustain Indigenous-led evaluations. IDS is a new oppor-
tunity for non-Indigenous people and partners to learn by, for, and with Indi-
genous peoples and governments. However, we need to proceed intentionally
because this new area of engagement has both risks and rewards, so exploitation,
harm, and unintended consequences (Williamson et al., 2022) do not continue
to happen to Indigenous peoples and governments at the hands of the settler/
colonial state and systems.

As Indigenous theories, ethics, and responsibilities support Indigenous
scholars and peoples carrying their medicine bundles via the IDS movement,
they are reclaiming and asserting sovereign rights as Indigenous governments/
nation-states. Through this academic and legal practice, we are also able to heal
and sustain ourselves, our families, our Nations, and our future generations.
This includes our responsibilities and reciprocity towards our Mother Earth and
the cosmos, including all the elements, the seen and unseen, and our non-
human relatives. If we as Indigenous peoples and Indigenous governments can
deepen and expand our networks with non-Indigenous partners who are trusted
allies, relatives, and resource supports, we can operationalize and sustain IDS
not only as a movement but also as a normalized way of life in the future. This
article provided examples of current IDS work going on in academia and legal,
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policy, and professional activities. We now conclude with reflections and stra-
tegies for IDS to move the field of evaluation forward by, with, and for Indigen-
ous peoples and governments. To that end, we offer the field of evaluation
several recommendations to consider as next steps to begin working on now so
it can be implemented, and early changes can be seen and felt in the next 12-24
months:

1. Learn the basics of sovereignty and the legal, political, and cultural
rights unique to Indigenous peoples and governments. Here are some
suggested resources and courses.

a. Take the Canadian Evaluation Society’s Truth and Reconciliation
course for evaluators: https://evaluationcanada.ca/learning-and-
events/e-institute.html/product/view/id/14.

b. Enroll in educational and other technical assistance opportunities
in the First Nations Principles of OCAP: https://fnigc.ca/ocap-
training/.

c. Engage in the courses and professional development offered by
the University of Arizona’s Native Nations Institute: https://nni.
arizona.edu/.

d. Continue to regularly and consistently review the published litera-
ture, social media, and websites of Indigenous peoples, govern-
ments, and organizations. This is lifelong work and therefore ever-
changing. It is important to be current with information and have a
basic level of knowledge.

e. Do not enroll in the preceding courses and consider it “one and
done.” Start to build Indigenous partnerships as an academically
and culturally humble endeavor that is equitably resourced, reci-
procal, respectful, and sustainable over a long time, even a lifetime.

f.  Use the resources and lunch breaks at the Evaluation Capacity Net-
work, University of Alberta: https://www.evaluationcapacitynetwork.
com/

g. Access Gladys Rowe Indigenous Insights podcast: https://
gladysrowe.com/category/indigenousinsights/.

h. Join Evallndigenous: https://www.evalindigenous.net/about-us1.
html/

i. Join the American Evaluation Association: Indigenous Peoples in
Evaluation topical interest group.

j. Join Facebook Group Atlantic Indigenous Evaluation Stewardship
Circle: https://www.facebook.com/groups/428203305392231/.

k. Access the Northern Indigenous Stewardship Circle: https://www.
indigenousstewardship.com/.

1. Access the Indigenous Land Stewardship Circle: https://indigenous
landstewardshipto.wordpress.com/.
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2. Learn the basics of IDS. Here are some suggested resources and/or
courses:

a. Enroll in the US Indigenous Data Sovereignty courses: https://
usindigenousdatanetwork.org/courses/ and/or the Global Indigenous
and its data sovereignty internal network offerings: https://
usindigenousdatanetwork.org/international-networks/. These should
not be considered a “one and done” effort but an invested, continu-
ous, and sustainable practice over the lifespan of your career.

b. Read and observe continually how IDS is being carried out to
understand the diversity within and across IDS networks, partner-
ships, publications, and projects. It is important to be current with
information and have a basic level of knowledge.

c. Start to build IDS partnerships as an academically and culturally
humble endeavour that is equitably resourced, reciprocal, respect-
ful, and sustainable over a long time, even a lifetime.

d. Go to the First Nations Information Governance Centre: https://
fnigc.ca/.

e. Simon Fraser University Library regarding IDS: https://www.lib.
sfu.ca/help/publish/research-data-management/indigenous-data-
sovereignty.

f. Government of Canada—Canada Research Coordinating
Committee—Strengthening Indigenous Research Capacity: https://
www.canada.ca/en/research-coordinating-committee/priorities/
indigenous-research/strategic-plan-2019-2022.html.

3. Allies should not be working “on” Indigenous peoples and govern-
ments in an extractive and colonized manner that silences the voices,
blinds the visibility, and cuts off access to networks, resources, and
authority. Instead, reframe and reconsider how we fund, create policy,
develop systemic supports, and/or open accessible and feasible path-
ways for IDS and Indigenous evaluation. Evaluation allies should work
for and in support of Indigenous peoples, governments, and the Indi-
genous evaluations and work products created, including publications.

4. Review current partnerships with publication houses and determine if
your association, journal, and/or organization are in alignment. Defund
and change publication houses if necessary. If your values, ethics, and
policies do not align with your publisher, then addressing the gaps, bar-
riers, and resource supports for being in tighter alignment organiza-
tionally to have stronger supports for Indigenous peoples, Nations, and
IDS will need to be addressed.

5. Review current existing organizational, association, and/or journal
author agreements to determine if publication language for authors
needs to undergo additional changes and additions (i.e., adding IDS
terms and/or Indigenous publication language and policies specifically).
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6. Highlight IDS and Indigenous evaluator contributions in conference
sessions at a highly visible level (i.e., presidential strands/fellows
strands) or through keynotes and powerful appointments on advisory
or other committees. Connect IDS to the values, mission, vision, and
ethics of ally organizations, partnerships, and governments.

7. Support Indigenous evaluators financially and in-kind so they can
get to these conferences and participate in appointments, publications,
and other educational offerings (e.g., webinars, courses, and profes-
sional development offerings).
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